PROPAGANDA   BY    FORCE                 167
minutes of their time, which is so valuable to the govern-
ment, so that not one leaflet may fall into an adult
German's hands.
Does the German people stand behind the Fuehrer
with unshakable belief in his ultimate success? has it
nothing to fear from enemy propaganda? Ask the Gestapo.
For the Gestapo can search every German's home at
any odd hour to see whether he or his family is listening
to a foreign broadcast.
The death sentence is now the punishment for offenders
caught listening in to Strasbourg, Paris or London.
Death for listening! We have said and written a lot about
the "war in the ether". Little did we realise that it
would within such a short time claim its own share of
death victims. They are the Germans caught listening,
many of them shot on the spot, others are taken to
prison, tried for the sake of publicity and sentenced to
death.
Nazi propaganda, in the meantime, works on. I have
picked out a Nazi figure who to me seems to be the
personification of this propaganda. He is Nazi aircraftman
Franke.
Franke, unfortunate fellow, was promoted to the rank
of lieutenant because he sank the British aircraft-carrier
Ark RoyaL Franke was decorated with the Iron Cross
first and second class because he sank the Ark RoyaL
Franke was photographed by the Nazi propaganda
ministry and his picture was distributed to every German
paper; every one of them displayed it on the front-page
because he sank the Ark Royal. Franke was introduced
to Nazi pressmen and to the representatives of the
neutral press in Berlin. He was exhaustively interviewed.
Franke gave talks on the German wireless. Trans-
lations of his talks were transmitted in a score of languages.